Introduced by Council Members Corrigan, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Hyde, Jenkins, Johnson, M. Jones, W. Jones, Lockett-Felder, Ray, Self, Shad and Yates: 

RESOLUTION 2007-707
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMEMORATING THE 185TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE BY ISAIAH HART ON JUNE 15, 1822; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Isaiah D. Hart arrived at the north bank of the St. Johns River at the Cowford in 1821 mere months before Florida officially became a territory of the United States, with the purpose to settle in the immediate area; and


WHEREAS, Isaiah and family members, including Isaiah’s father William, were dedicated and steadfast patriots who had attempted to secure Florida for the youthful United States when Florida was still owned by Spain and had long been familiar with the magnificence of the land at the Cowford along the St. Johns; and


WHEREAS, with what is believed to be $72 in cattle, Isaiah Hart purchased 18 acres on the north bank of the St. Johns River at the Cowford from Lewis Zachariah Hogans, who was married to Maria Taylor, an early area land grant holder, and constructed a log cabin on the north side of the river near the Cowford, becoming one of approximately 15 settlers in the area, along with his wife, Nancy and two young sons; and 


WHEREAS, Mr. Hart approached neighbor John Brady, another major land owner near the Cowford, and suggested they give their own property to carve out the original streets of a town in an area where up until that time, only one road led through the woods and marshes of the area - the primitive King’s Road, built by the British in the mid-1760’s from ancient Indian trails - which led decisively to the narrow river Cowford Crossing, cutting a path through woodlands that are now the location of City Hall (and directly through the Council Chamber); and


WHEREAS, Isaiah Hart, having watched the number of travelers along the King’s Road at the Cowford Crossing, believed a town at the location would prosper and, after some lively discussion and likely debate, John Brady and Isaiah Hart agreed to a dividing point for their property - a bay tree at the river, just west of the Cowford Crossing; and


WHEREAS, the streets of the original town of Jacksonville were surveyed beginning at that bay tree, creating the first street, Market Street, and the next street, Bay Street, establishing the founding location of the town at the southwest corner of Market and Bay streets; and

WHEREAS, many of the remaining original streets reflected the deep patriotism of the town’s founding citizens and the nation’s memorable journey to independence, and among those patriotic original street names are Liberty, Washington, Forsyth, Monroe, Adams, Duval and Newnan, with General Andrew Jackson being honored as the town’s namesake at the town’s official founding on June 15, 1822


WHEREAS, it is the Jacksonville Historical Society, along with noted area historians and the descendants of Isaiah Hart, who have kept this date and its history so brilliantly preserved; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City hereby recognizes and commemorates the 185th anniversary of the founding of the town of Jacksonville and the town’s founder, Isaiah D. Hart on Friday, June 15, 2007.


Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 – Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The nature of the emergency is that the commemoration of the anniversary of the founding will take place on June 15, 2007, immediately following the June 12 Council meeting.
Section 3. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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